


Why are Rivers Important?
In large part because of their Riparian Zones,

Rivers provide habitat for 
80% of Utah’s wildlife species for 

a portion of their life cycles



 Utah Has the Highest Municipal 
Water Use in the U.S.

A new study released by the United 
States Geologic Survey (USGS) 

shows that Utah is the biggest water 
user (per person) in the U.S. 

Source:http://pubs.usgs.gov/circ/1405/

http://pubs.usgs.gov/circ/1405/


Proposed Lake Powell Pipeline:
$1 - 3 Billion to deliver water to St. George

Most Expensive Water Project ever pursued in Utah 
without a federal sponsor - the EIS has cost $28 Million

Largest proposed water diversion in Colorado River Basin

Division of Water Resources submitted their 
application for federal approval of the project on 

December 1st, 2015 - final decision in 2018

Generating controversy across the entire 
Colorado River Basin





Proposed $1-3 Billion Bear River Development 
to deliver water to Wasatch Front

At least 2 dams would divert between 18 - 22% of the River’s annual 
flows upstream of the Bear River Bird Refuge

Timing of diversion is disputed alongside its return flows

Impacts to wetlands at Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge could be immense

Large areas of exposed lake bed could create more particulate 
air pollution along the Wasatch Front

Impacts to GSL wetland ecosystem will be immense: 
surprisingly little analysis exists 

Bear River provides ~ 60% of surface water inflow to GSL 





As a result of Owens Lake water diversions, the 
Southern Owens Valley has experienced some of the 
highest levels of PM-10 air pollution ever measured in 
the United States. What is the source of the PM-10 ?

How is the dust being controlled?

“Taxpayers now devote 15 percent of each year's water 
bill to pay for Owens Valley dust mitigation.”

LA will have spent roughly $2 billion on 
air quality mitigation from this problem.



Water Conservation is the cheapest and easiest way to 
expand our municipal water supply in Utah

So Utah must be doing all it can to conserve water, right?





• $100 toilet rebates to replace 60,000 old toilets 
• $10 M in grants for agricultural efficiency upgrades 
• Turf replacement rebates of $2/sq. ft.



SHADE BALLS



DROUGHT SHAMING



WATER WASTE REPORTING
SaveWater.CA.Gov



FORT BRAGG, CA

- Main water source unusable due 
to high tides

- Immediate water use reduction 
of over 40% required



LAS VEGAS TURF REBATE
• $2/sq. ft. of lawn 

replacement, up to 
$10,000

• $1/sq. ft. thereafter

• Free landscape 
designs and native 
plant suggestions



In Utah over the last 15 years



 RainHarvest

•Reduces water use 

•Improves water quality  

•Is legal in Utah

A program to engage homeowners and small businesses to use 
rainwater to reduce water use and improve water quality.



Over 2300 rain barrels 
distributed in 6 Utah 

municipalities last summer

115,000 gallons of water 
saved each time it rains 

enough to fill a 50 gal barrel

More than 1000 households 
participated



savesomethingutah.org

RainHarvest

Utah 

http://savesomethingutah.org


BluePrintUtah.org

http://BluePrintUtah.org


Metering secondary water

Landscape ordinance- Rip Your Strip



10 Ways to Save Water & Money

Water green—not grey

Timing is everything

Rip your strip

Harvest the rain

Sprinkle smart

Use one drop at a time

OUTDOORS

Fill them first

Just add air

Tinker with your toilet

Keep it current

INDOORS

More at utahrivers.org

http://utahrivers.org

